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Sally Terris will speak about threshold criteria and 
the legal test that a local authority must satisfy 
before a court can make a care order or a 
supervision order under section 31 (2) of the 
Children Act 1989. 

She will examine developments since the 
landmark case of Re A (A Child) (2015) EWFC 11, 
which established important rules for how the 
threshold should be drafted and proven to ensure 
that ‘state’ intervention is justified.

Private Children Law: 
Emma Hughes will discuss finding of fact hearings 
post re H-N and Others (Children) (Domestic 
Abuse: Finding of fact hearings) (2021) 
EWCA Civ 448.

Particular consideration will be given to Practice 
Direction 12 J and domestic abuse cases, 
including the three recent cases of:
• ER v NT (Need for fact-finding hearing)   
 (2025) EWHC 2146 (Fam) Mr Justice   
 MacDonald
• Re A (Appeal: Finding of Fact) (2025)   
 EWHC 1279 Mr Justice Hayden
• Re A (A Child) (Appeal: finding of rape)   
 (2025) EWHC 1500 Ms Justice Henke.
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of the Fourt to Foin ‘shared Oives Zith’ orders 
rather than one Sart\ onO\ havinJ a ‘Oives  
Zith’ order"
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The Speakers: 
Introduction by Valerie Sterling, +ead of the )aPiO\ 7eaP at 1eZ 3arN &ourt &haPEers. +er faPiO\ SraFtiFe 
Fovers the fuOO ranJe of faPiO\ OaZ� inFOudinJ finanFe� Srivate OaZ FhiOdren Fases� and SuEOiF OaZ Fare Fases. 
9aOerie has in�deSth sNiOOs in Srivate OaZ &hiOdren $Ft SroFeedinJs invoOvinJ FoPSOe[ and intraFtaEOe residenFe 
and FontaFt disSutes� 3rohiEited 6teSs 2rders� 6SeFifiF ,ssue 2rders� aSSOiFations to reOoFate Eoth internaOO\ 
and internationaOO\� and $rtiFOe �� %russeOs ii. 

Sally Terris
Year of call 1997

6aOO\ 7erris has sSeFiaOised in faPiO\ OaZ for 
�� \ears� havinJ aSSeared at aOO OeveOs of Fourt. 
6he is reFoPPended for PatriPoniaO finanFe 
�inFOudinJ FoPSOe[ issues suFh as Sensions� 
trusts� inheritanFe� Eusiness and SroSert\�� 
Srivate FhiOdren �inFOudinJ &hiOd $rranJePents 
2rders� aEduFtion and adoStion� and SuEOiF OaZ 
�inFOudinJ &hiOdren $Ft� Fare� doPestiF and 
se[uaO aEuse�.

6aOO\ reSresents OoFaO authorities� Sarents� 
e[tended faPiOies� FhiOdren� and Juardians in 
the SuEOiF OaZ arena. 6he has e[tensive 
e[SerienFe Zith diffiFuOt FontaFt and residenFe 
aSSOiFations� inFOudinJ those invoOvinJ a 5uOe 
�� &hiOdren’s *uardian. 6he is aOso 
e[SerienFed in Fare Fases Zith internationaO 
eOePents.

6aOO\ has aFted in a Zide ranJe of Fare Fases 
invoOvinJ EaE\�shaNinJ� doPestiF vioOenFe and 
se[uaO aEuse. 6he is an e[Sert in Fases 
invoOvinJ FoPSOe[ PediFaO issues� radioOoJiFaO 
and�or neuroOoJiFaO evidenFe� fiFtitious and�or 
induFed iOOness and FonfOiFtinJ e[Sert evidenFe� 
SersonaOit\ disorders and se[uaO aEuse.
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Emma Hughes
Year of call 2015

(PPa has a ZeaOth of e[SerienFe of Eoth 
Srivate and SuEOiF faPiO\ Patters.  6he is 
reJuOarO\ instruFted in Srivate faPiO\ OaZ 
SroFeedinJs E\ Eoth aSSOiFants and 
resSondents in aSSOiFations suFh as &hiOd 
$rranJePent 2rders to deterPine residenFe 
and FontaFt for a FhiOd� sSeFifiF issues and 
SrohiEited steSs orders. )indinJ of )aFt 
hearinJs are aOso run suFFessfuOO\ E\ (PPa 
in Eoth the Srivate and SuEOiF arenas.

(PPa aOso aSSears in Patters of injunFtive 
reOief Zhere doPestiF vioOenFe is aOOeJed �for 
Eoth the aFFused and the aFFuser�� suFh as 
1on�0oOestation 2rders�at Eoth e[ Sarte and 
Fontested hearinJs.

(PPa is FaSaEOe of reSresentinJ Eoth sides 
in Fases Zhere aOOeJations are Pade� ZhiFh 
Srevent FontaFt taNinJ SOaFe EetZeen a Sarent 
and a FhiOd.

(PPa’s invoOvePent in SuEOiF faPiO\ OaZ 
SroFeedinJs often finds her reSresentinJ 
resSondent Sarents aJainst aOOeJations of 
neJOeFt� faiOure to SroteFt� se[uaO aEuse and�or 
non�aFFidentaO injuries.

Booking: /iPited sSaFes avaiOaEOe. 
7o reserve \our SOaFes�s� at this free )aPiO\ 
6ePinar� SOease ePaiO � 

5efreshPents ZiOO Ee avaiOaEOe after the 
sePinar Sresentations. 

mailto:mail@newcastlelawsociety.co.uk
mailto:clerks@newparkcourt.co.uk
http://www.newparkcourt.co.uk

